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mimosa that scents the air. Like one of the
creatures of the forest she moves noiselessly and
goes through her task without haste, cleaning
paths* weeding beds and borders, removing dead
leaves and sticks and tidying up after the pruner.
She is in keeping with the green barbets and grey
babblers that haunt the grevillia trees and rose
hedges, and with the green and black butterflies and
metallic honey-suckers that rob the fuchsia bells.
The mimosa was introduced with the eucalyptus
from Australia in the middle of the nineteenth
century, and it flourishes exceedingly, bidding
fair to become a pest like the lantana, A Revenue
Official of the Nilgiris named Thomas planted
numbers of blue gums as well as black gums (the
Acacia melanoxylon) and the wattle. The gums
have grown into large forest trees, and they have
given Ootacamund the appearance of having been
built in a forest When the place was first opened
up by Sullivan the site was little better than a bog,
It was bare of trees except for small sholas in the
moist valleys. Now the place is thickly wooded
with the evergreen gum,
The eucalyptus and the melanoxylon have a
sombre and distinct beauty of their own; the one
a dark heavy green, the other almost grey in the